10,000 & 1 WITTICISMS

A

As you do for your ancestors, your children will do for you. (African)
A fool and his money are soon parted
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush (UK)
A new broom sweeps clean
A home without a woman is like a barn without cattle. (African)

An Englishman’s home is his castle (UK)
A woman’s work is never done

A friend in need is a friend indeed
A woman’s place is in the home
Aim high, thou art not made to grovel on the ground
All work and no play make Jack a dull boy. All play and no work makes Jack a     stupid boy
A letter from the heart can be read on the face. (African)
Ask no questions and you will be told no lies
All roads lead to Rome
Actions speak louder than words

A word to the wise is sufficient

A rolling stone gathers no moss
A child who is carried on the back will not know the length of journey. (African)
Absence makes the heart grow fonder

A leopard never changes its spots

All that glitters is not gold

A crab does not beget a bird (Caribbean)
A picture is worth a thousand words

A watched kettle never boils
A new lamp shines bright

All meat and no potatoes (Canadian)
A book firmly shut is but a block of paper (China)

All talk and no action
An ounce of prevention is better than a pound of cure

A fool has to say something. A wise person has something to say (African)
A man does not run among thorns for no reason; either he is chasing a snake or a snake is chasing him. (African)

A talkative bird will not build a nest. (African)

Never let a hyena know how well you can bite. (African)
B

Borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry

Bad workmen find fault with their tools

By their actions shall ye know them

Big snow, little snow; little snow, big snow (Canada)
Brevity is the soul of wit

Blood is thicker than water

Barking up the wrong tree is a waste of time

Better late than never

Behind every great man is at least one great woman
Beauty is skin deep

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder

Be nice to those you meet on your way up, they will be there when you are on your way down

Blessed are the flexible for they shall never be bent out of shape

Birds of a feather flock together

C

Cold hands, warm heart

Cleanliness is nest to Godliness

Cluttered desk, cluttered mind

Charity begins at home

Children should be seen and not heard
Civility costs nothing

Cowards die many times before their death

Common sense is not too common

D

Don’t count your chickens before they are hatched

Don’t send a boy to do a man’s job
Dem de toll you bell, you de ask oodat die (African)

Your death is being announced and you ask “who’s dead?”

Don’t judge a person until you have walked a mile in their shoes

Don’t cry over spilt milk

Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth

Don’t flog a dead horse
Don’t insult the crocodile until you’ve crossed the river. (African)
Diamonds are for ever

Diamonds are a girl’s best friend

Don’t let the green grass fool you

Dog krase e nor know fire? Even those who are crazy know how far to push their luck(African)

Drinking won’t do it

Drugs won’t do the trick

Don’t trouble trouble until trouble troubles you

There’s nothing worse than an educated fool

Don’t kick a man when he is down

E

Every behaviour has a consequence

Empty buckets make much noise

Easy come, easy go
Early to bed, early to rise; makes you healthy, wealthy and wise
Every cloud has a silver lining
Every good boy deserves favour

Easy to get into trouble, hard to get out

Every closed eye is not sleeping and every open eye is not seeing. (African)

F

Fools seldom differ

Fools rush in where angels fear to tread

Foll way nor yerrie shush e go yerrie stone (African)

Fight fire with fire

First things first

Failing to plan is planning to fail

Fly right

Festina lente (LATIN, Italy)
Find a penny, pick it up and all day long you’ll have good luck

G

Great minds think alike

Good things come in small packages

Good things come to those who wait

Give and you shall receive

Garbage in, garbage out

Give me, give me never gets

Give the devil his due

Good things come to those who wait

God don’t make no junk

God don’t like ugly

He who learns, teaches. He who teaches, learns. (African)
He who has himself for a doctor has a fool

Half a loaf is better than no loaf at all

Honesty is the best policy

He who laughs last laughs best

He who pays the piper calls the tune

High fences make good neighbours (UK)
Home is where your heart is

Here today, gone tomorrow

Hard work never killed anyone

Hasten slowly
Honesty 

I
If you think education is expensive, try ignorance. (African)
If you are not going to bite, don’t show your teeth. (African)
It takes two to tango

Illness arrives on horseback but departs on foot

If you want to be respected you must first respect yourself

If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together. (African)

It is better to displease the people by doing what you know is right, than to temporarily please them by doing what you know is wrong
If you always tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything

If life is a bowl of cherries, then why am I in the pits?

If you lie down with dogs, you’ll get up with fleas

If the shoe fits, wear it!

If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it
It never rains but it pours

It is better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at all

I am

I exist, therefore I am

It takes one to know one

It is a terrible thing to waste a mind
It ain’t over till it’s over

It is not over until the fat lady sings

It is not the size of the dog in the fight; it is the size of the fight in the dog (USA)
It takes money to buy the land

It will all come out in the wash

It is what it is

It matters not whether we win or loose, it’s how we play the game

If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen

If the mountain won’t come down to Mahomet, Mahomet would have to go up to the mountain
If you and a fool have an argument, he succeeds. (African)

Ignorance is bliss

In the land of the blind the one-eyed man is king
It is the one who lives in the house who knows where the roof leaks. (African)

J

K

Keep your friends close, and your enemies closer

L

Let sleeping dogs lie

Life is what you make it
Leave well enough alone
Love conquers all
Love makes the world go round
Love yourself or love no one

Lightning never strikes the same place twice

Look before you leap

Life is not a bed of roses

Less is more

M
Make hay while the sun shines

Money can’t buy happiness

Money talks
Make your bed hard, lie in it

Manners make the man

Man proposes, God disposes

Monkey nor go lef im black an (African)

  A monkey will always behave like a monkey

Many hands make light work

Manners will take you where money won’t (Canada)
N
Not only do we honour our ancestors but we also live honourably because we are somebodys’ future ancestors. African)
Nor laborare, nor manchare (Italy)
Neither a borrower nor a lender be

Nice guys finish last

Nor laborare, nor manchare (Italy)
  No work, no food

No man can serve two masters

Nar condition cause crayfish to bend

No news is good news

O

Once bitten by a snake, twice shy of worms

One good turn deserves another

Once bitten, twice shy

Only the strong survive

One hand don’t clap (Caribbean)
Out of sight, out of mind

One monkey don’t stop no show (Caribbean)

Opportunity once lost can never be regained

One shouldn’t be a legend in one’s own mind

Old habits are hard to break

Old habits die hard

One man’s food is another man’s poison

Out of the frying pan, into the fire

P

Put your money where your mouth is

Practice makes perfect

Persistence pays off

Play with fire, get burnt

Prevention is better than cure

Possession is nine tenths of the law

Processed hair, processed mind (USA)
People who drink to drown out their sorrows should told that sorrow knows how to swim. (African)
Pick your friends wisely

Play with fire, get burnt

Penny wise, pound foolish (UK)
Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts absolutely
Pearls don’t lie on the seashore – if you want one, you must dive for it. (African)
Pick your friends carefully

Pretty is as pretty does

Q

Quit while you are ahead
R

Respect yourself and others will respect you

Rain doesn’t just fall on one man’s doorstep

Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God, the things that are God’s
S

Still waters run deep

Self-respect is the cornerstone of all virtue

Strike while the iron is hot

Shoot first, ask questions later (USA)
Sticks and stones may break my back but words will never hurt you

Smile and the world smiles with you; weep, and you weep alone

Speak when you are spoken to and answer when your name is called

Spare the rod and spoil the child

Slow down and smell the roses

Seek and ye shall find

Six of one, half dozen of the other

Seeing, is believing 
T

Take the bitter with the sweet

There’s nothing louder than action

There’s more than one way to skin a cat

The way to a man’s heart is through his stomach
The bigger they come, the harder they fall

The pen is mightier than the sword

Take care of the pennies and the pounds will take care of themselves (UK)
Those who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones (UK)
There’s one born every minute (USA)
The proof of the pudding is in the eating

Too far east is west

Two wrongs don’t make a right

Time and tide wait for no man

Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday

The truth will set you free

The apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree

The sky is the limit

The love of money is the root of all evil

Tell the truth and shame the devil

The darker the berry, the sweeter the juice

The longest journey begins with a single step

The good die young

The devil is in the details

The more things change, the more they remain the same
There’s more than one way to skin a cat

To thine own self be true

There’s no winning for loosing

Time is of the essence

There’s more than one fish in the sea

The best things in life are free

There’s no place like home
The eye never forgets what the heart has seen. (African)
Those who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones (UK)
The sun always rises

Too many cooks spoil the broth (UK)
Too many people spoil the planet

Two’s company, three’s a crowd

Two man rat can’t live in the same hole (Caribbean)

Time heals all wounds

There’s nothing worse than an educated fool

There’s no smaller package than one wrapped up in himself

There are lies, damned lies and then there’s statistics

The monkeys scatter when a tree falls (China)
The child who is not embraced by the village will burn it down to feel its warmth. (African)
U

United, we stand; divided, we fall

Use, don’t abuse

Until the lion learns how to write, every story will glorify the hunter. (African)

V

W

Where ignorance is bliss, it is folly to be wise
Way kirkroach wan alakie, nar pamine bottle e day fen (African)
  A cockroach in search of its own downfall, heads for a bottle of palm oil
Way okpoloh young e nor get waise, nar way e don ole e go pull am? (Sierra Leone)

When you are old and sitting on your deck, who is going to love you but your     money?
When the music changes so does the dance. (African)
Where there is smoke, there is fire

When life gives you lemons, make lemonade!

What’s good for the gander is good for the goose

We learn what we live

What goes around, comes around

Walk softly but carry a big stick (USA)
When brothers fight to death, a stranger inherits their property. (African)
With privilege comes responsibility

We are what we think

We are what we say we are

When in doubt, mumble; when in trouble, shuffle 

Waste not, want not

X

Y

You can’t teach an old dog new tricks

You can’t get blood from a turnip

You reap what you sow
Young men have dreams; old men, visions

You can fool all of the people some of the time, and you can fool some of the people all of the time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of the time
You can be as pure as snow, until you drift

You can’t have your cake and eat it too (UK)
You can’t squeeze blood out of a stone

You make your bed and you lie in it

You don’t miss the water until the well runs dry

Your time is your life

You can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar

You can’t make a silk purse out of sow’s ear

You can lead a horse to the stream but you can’t force it to drink

You can take Sarah out of the country but you can’t take the country out of Sarah

You eat what you are

You are what you eat

You eat to live; you don’t live to eat

You only live once

You don’t know what you have until it’s gone

You can’t judge a book by its colour
You get what you pay for

You must stand for something or you will fall for anything

Z

Zepo luck is not the same as zippa luck (Caribbean)
