TRUTH SERUM: MUSE #1
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”.
The behaviour of the framers before, during and after the DOI, amply demonstrates that they did not hold these truths, for many owned and abused hundreds of slaves, while their nation savaged to the point of genocide, the first nations & legitimate owners of the land. Are these fault-lines elusive because of projectionism?
The behaviour of the framers before, during and after the DOI amply demonstrates that these truths were not self-evident, for they were blind to the contradiction inherent in their ownership of slaves and their de-facto genocide of the first nations & legitimate owners of the land. Have these fault-lines endured through denial? 
The framers’ present-day descendants have inherited the blindness of their forbearers, as is evident in the inability of the USA to leave other nations alone to pursue Life, Liberty & Happiness as they see fit. Bullying & intimidation is coercion, not diplomacy!  
The path to national wellness runs through honest self-examination, acceptance, repentance, genuine apology, reparations, forgiveness, reconciliation, healing & reinvention. The benefit is utopia in our lifetime: easily achievable, given US resources & ingenuity; and painlessly exportable via imitation & flattery. 
JS Demba.  
TRUTH SERUM: MUSE #2
Trumpian isolationism is not to be decried, but applauded. Its unintended consequences could very well save our planet.

BENEFIT FOR THE USA

Perhaps the greatest failing of the USA is its addiction to projectionism (assigning to others, the uncomfortable truths about oneself). Add to this adhominomism (shoot the messenger, never mind the message). Cap it all with delusional preeminence and we need look no further for the seeds of US degradation. The antidote for this addiction is courageous introspection, self-discovery, self-repair, self-acceptance, truth, reconciliation, internal harmony, real self-love & reinvention. The payoff is sustainable prosperity, real peace & genuine equality. 

BENEFIT FOR AFRICA

A major benefit for Africa is that the US will come to an honest realization of its indebtedness to that continent for centuries of destabilization & exploitation, because of the slave trade. (Admittedly, the US is not the sole culprit in this endeavour. Western Europe, the Middle East and most of North and South America are no less culpable. They, like the US launched their prosperity on the backs and sweat of countless millions of African “unpaid workers”). To the US, and to all the others, we simply say stuff your aid, your paternalism and unwarranted interference. Just pay up your indebtedness and leave us alone. We will thenceforth pursue our prosperity, with reliance on our God-given talents, energy & resources. Let us be, that we may have Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness on our own terms. 

BENEFIT FOR THE WORLD

Surely, African stability & prosperity would facilitate world stability & prosperity: a delicious consequence of Trumpian isolationism.
JS Demba. 
TRUTH SERUM: MUSE # 3

The spewing of adhominomistic verbiage by anyone is offensive enough. Yet its danger lies, not so much in its reprehensibility as in its potential for unbridled mayhem. Demba’s Regimen counsels “Never indulge in adhominomism: it is the seed of self-debasement, treachery, wanton debauchery and ultimate annihilation.” The aptly-named Chaos Theory alerts us to the possibility of a small disturbance at one locality causing a raging calamity somewhere else on the planet. We need look no further than the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for one example of such a calamity. For, it was at that place of sanctity that the solace sought by its worshippers was callously defiled by a volley of gunshots, which left 11 persons dead, 6 injured & countless family members distraught. The date, Saturday October 27, 2018, call it 10/27; might well have been immortalized in most countries on our planet, but not in the good old USA: It wouldn’t make any sense, since such occurrences are far too common in the good old USA.  

THE USUAL SUSPECTS

In this instance, as in all others, politicians and media pundits  vie for coverage as they float tried and not-so-true reasons, nay, rationalizations, seemingly to forestall any honest attempt to address the issue. “Lone wolf” “nothing I said” “there’s blame on both sides” “the synagogue should have had a good guy with a gun” “just a deranged individual” “it’s the media’s fault” “anti-Semitism has no place in our democracy but neo-Nazism does” “we have to bring back the death penalty” “bigotry of any kind affects all of us” “they have to pay the ultimate price” “guns don’t kill people: people do” etc., etc, ad nauseam. The jury is out. What jury? The case is yet to come to court. What case, what court?
STATISTICS 101

The US population: below 350, 000,000
Number of civilian–held guns in circulation: over 390, 000,000 
Incidence of mental illness: 1 in 5 or 66,000,000
Stuff is bound to happen!  

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD

Change your ways, America. For the love of God, change your ways!  
TRUTH SERUM: MUSE # 4

Positions, like points, ought to be taken for them to warrant any claim to intelligent derivation. The cultured ear is, in our experience, most forgiving, for it will brook positions which are contrary, outlandish or just plain dangerous.  Like music of any genre it don’t have to be your thing for you to dig it. It just has to be played well. We can disagree on its resonance or quality but still extend it a fair measure of tolerance. It is not likely to grate the nerves or abuse the senses. Noise, on the other hand, is an entirely different commodity. None but the hardiest among us can stand it, even for the briefest of time. Yet, when it is repeated often enough, even the harshest of sounds begins to breed familiarity. This is the point where compliance replaces contempt and credulity feigns itself. Noise passes for music and any sentence that “sounds good” gains accommodation. 

TAKE IT OR NOT
We first began to pay attention to this phenomenon some 25 years ago, when the case for invading Iran was being debated at the UN Security Council. The case for war was made by US Secretary of State, Colin Powell. He delivered stock phrases, seemingly taken from thin air, with no pretext at coherence. It sounded good enough and was met with perfunctory deference by the live audience. The French Foreign Minister, Dominique de Villepin, made the case for caution and due process. He spoke in French, naturally. We have no French, naturally; yet his speech was so crafted, and his delivery so masterful that we heard him loud and clear. Apparently we were not alone as the live audience responded with uncharacteristic exuberance.  Subsequent analyses of countless other speeches over the intervening years have led us to observe that this stringing of clichés,  stock-phrases and words that sound good, is emblematic of American political speech-making. Repetition begets conventionality begets legitimacy begets “truth”. Truth should never be decried. Happily, lovers of good music do have an option: plug your ears.

QUESTIONS
Does indifference to ill-derived positions absolve us of responsibility? Does silence not make us complicit in wrong-doing and de-facto facilitators of ultimate tyranny? Upon what principle, for instance, rests the US position on nuclear weapons ownership? Who anointed the US arch determinant of who should or should not own nuclear weapons, or, God forbid, deploy them? What gives certain countries the right to possess these ultimate WMD’s while the overwhelming majority cries for their abandonment?  Why should any country enter into any agreement with the current US administration in light of its penchant for tearing up existing agreements or not respecting its signature on freshly-minted ones? Does not acquiescing to agreements that have been levered by bullying, coercion or intimidation make us complicit in governance by tyranny or gangsterism? Is moral courage so obsolete that we will not insist on sound principles for policies or conventions upon which rest the future of our planet & the wellbeing or our children?
