GLOBAL WARMING: IT’S THE POPULATION, STUPID

Although well justified, our current concern for the environment is somewhat misplaced. One requires little grounding in history to realize that this is but one of several existential threats to our global village. The persistence of slavery is one, as are nuclear weapons, excessive gun ownership, obscene-wealth-in-the-face-of-abject-poverty and selfishness. Add to these adhominomism, war and religious intolerance, and the picture becomes quite clear. Yet, the list is hardly complete. Personal experience alone warrants the inclusion of population explosion. This concern was neatly captured in the title of an eye-opening freshman-year term paper:  “The World’s Food Supply is Like a Rubber Band: it is stretching and stretching and eventually will break”. Then, the worry was “how in heaven’s name shall we be able to feed 5 billion people by 1987?  

Fifty years on, and environmental concerns seem destined to join the others as sacrificial lambs at the alter of naysayer-intransigence. Kicking the proverbial can down the road has its limits, for the world is already hard-pressed to properly feed, house or doctor all its 7,662,000,000 inhabitants. In the mean time the can rattles on and the countdown to zero hour proceeds apace. 
Current World Population:

7,662,000,000
By the year 


2023:


8,000,000,000







2037:


9,000,000,000








2055:


10,000,000,000









2088:


11,000,000,000


This unbridled population explosion is neither sustainable nor divorced from the other existential threats of our time. The solution lies in inspired egalitarianism: in world governance that is based on principled leadership and, by implication, principled followership. We possess the technical capacity to fashion a utopia here on earth. Missing, is the enabling moral integrity. It can be found. It must be found! Search for it in egalitarian governance, universally-accessible education & health care, food security, genuine freedom, selflessness and the right to self-determination. Do right by the people and they will do the rest, powered by the release of their creative potential. The future of all our children depends on it. Global warming: it’s the population, stupid!  
